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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1. Claims 16, 18-23, 25-26 and 41 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over US patent application publication 2007/0124448 (Baum et al), in view of US 
patent application publication 2005/0008017 (Datta et al), further in view of US patent 
application publication 2003/0028890 (Swart et al). 

- As for claim 16: Baum et al (hereinafter Baum) teach a computer implemented 
method and corresponding apparatus of network services comprising receiving a 
request for connection to a video content source in a first network (WAN, 0070) of 
multiple networks (0082, 0125, 0126), maintaining a list of available video content 
sources in the multiple networks, the list including a unique address for the video 
content source and at least one connection rule for accessing the video content source 
(0095, 0130, 0135, 0144, 0149, tables 1 and 2), determining the unique address for 
the video content source (0130-0135), initiating formation of at least a portion of 
point-to-point protocol communication (0082, 0125, 0126, 0130-0135) between a 
user device in a second network (LAN, 0070) of the multiple networks and the video 
content source (0116, 0126). Per Baum, users are billed for the services provided 
(0133). Baum further teaches monitoring subscriber's bandwidth utilization (0138). 
Baum fails to teach switching from the point-to-point to Internet connection when the 
video content source is not reachable. In the same art of network access, Datta 
teaches using Internet connection as a backup when point-to-point connection fails 
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(0010, 0037). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the 
invention was made, to combine Datta's teaching of backup Internet connection to 
Baum. Motivation of the combining is for keeping quality of service. Baum fails to 
clearly teach billing subscriber based on tracking a metric associated with 
communication of the information stream. However it would have been obvious to 
one of skill in the art that services provided have to be track in order to accurately 
charge the user. Implementation of tracking a metric associated with communication 
of the information stream for billing is well known and is disclosed by Swart (20, 59, 
72). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to combine Swart's teaching 
of the metric tracking to Baum for billing customer. The metric is selected from a 
group consisting of information throughput and connection duration (0020, 0056, 
0059, 0109). The system further comprises a billing engine to generate an invoice 
based on the metric (0059, 0072). 

- As for claim 18: A telephone interface associated with the access engine (Baum's 
0006, Swart's 0048). User input can be received via a voice recognition system 
(Swart's 0064, 0074). Thus the conversion of voice input to a request for connection 
appears inherently include, or even if it is not, it would have obvious to one of skill in 
the art in light of Baum&Swart's teaching of the voice recognition system and the 
telephone interface for providing a supplement input interface. 

- As for claim 19: Swart further discloses a billing engine to generate an invoice based 
on the metric (0059, 0072) and informing the user the cost of service (0119, 0125). 
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- As for claim 20: The metric includes information throughput and connection duration 
(Swart's 0020, 0056, 0059, 0109). Tracking quality of service (Baum's 0027, 0094) 
and peak bandwidth (Baum's 0138) for billing would have been obvious method of 
doing business in video transmission. 

- As for claim 21 : The system supports constant bit rate and variable bit rate 
("unspecified bit rate", 0006, 0048, 0143). In light of Baum's, implementation of 
converting variable bit rate to constant bit rate stream would have been obvious for 
better video quality and bandwidth control. 

- As for claim 22: It is implicitly included that the video content source toggle from not 
output to output state responsive to an accepted video transfer request. 

- As for claim 23 : At least a portion of the request comprises a format selected from the 
group consisting of a dual tone multi-frequency signal, a TCP/IP packet, and a voice 
signal (Baum's 0041, 0078, 0079, 0083; Swart's 0045, 0064, 0074, 100). 

- As for claim 25: Baum discloses sending data including a plurality of connection 
options to the video content source, the plurality of connection options including a 
PPP protocol communication link connection option (tables 1, 2, 0095, 0130-0135, 
0144, 0149), receiving a selection of the managed PPP connection option to initiate a 
formation of at least a portion of point-to-point protocol communication (0082, 0125, 
0126,0130-0135). 

- As for claim 26: Connection information is stored in a network management system. 
The connection information includes the address of the video content source and at 
least one connection rule (Baum's tables 1, 2, 0095, 0130-0135, 0144, 0149). 
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- As for claim 41 : The metric (viewing statistic, usage time, bandwidth and duration) 
associated with communication of the information stream is tracked during 
communication of the information stream (Swarfs 0020, 0088, 0109, 01 16) 

Claims 17, 24, 40 and 42 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US patent application publication 2007/0124448 (Baum et al), in view of US patent application 
publication 2005/0008017 (Datta et al), further in view of US patent application publication 
2003/0028890 (Swart et al), further in view of US patent application publication 2006/0293965 
(Burton). 

- As for claims 17, 24, 40: Baum et al (hereinafter Baum) teach a computer 
implemented method and corresponding apparatus of network services comprising 
receiving a request for connection to a video content source in a first network (WAN, 
0070) of multiple networks (0082, 0125, 0126), maintaining a list of available video 
content sources in the multiple networks, the list including a unique address for the 
video content source and at least one connection rule for accessing the video content 
source (0095, 0130-0135, 0144, 0149, tables 1 and 2), determining the unique 
address for the video content source (0130-0135), sending data including a plurality 
of connection options to the video content source, the plurality of connection options 
including a PPP protocol communication link connection option (tables 1,2, 0095, 
0130-0135, 0144, 0149), initiating formation of at least a portion of point-to-point 
protocol communication (0082, 0125, 0126, 0130-0135) between a user device in a 
second network (LAN, 0070) of the multiple networks and the video content source 
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(0116, 0126). Baum fails to teach switching from the point-to-point to Internet 
connection when the video content source is not reachable. In the same art of 
network access, Datta teaches using Internet connection as a backup when point-to- 
point connection fails (0010, 0037). It would have been obvious to one of skill in the 
art, at the time the invention was made, to combine Datta' s teaching of backup 
Internet connection to Baum. Motivation of the combining is for keeping quality of 
service. Per Baum, users are billed for the services provided (0133). Baum further 
teaches monitoring subscriber's bandwidth utilization (0138). Baum fails to clearly 
teach billing subscriber based on tracking a metric associated with communication of 
the information stream. However it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art 
that services provided have to be track in order to accurately charge the user. 
Implementation of tracking a metric associated with communication of the 
information stream for billing is well known and is disclosed by Swart (20, 59, 72). It 
would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to combine Swart 's teaching of the 
metric tracking to Baum for billing customer. The metric is selected from a group 
consisting of information throughput and connection duration (0020, 0056, 0059, 
0109). The system further comprises a billing engine to generate an invoice based on 
the metric (0059, 0072) and informing the user the cost of service (0119, 0125). The 
combine Baum&Swart fails to teach accepting input method of payment. However 
implementation of accepting input method of payment is well known in the art (e.g., 
pay-per-view), and is disclosed by Burton (0030, 0176). It would have been obvious 
to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine Burton's 
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teaching of accepting input method of payment to Baum&Swart. Motivation of the 
combine is for the business preparation and verification. 
- As for claim 42: The metric (viewing statistic, usage time, bandwidth and duration) 
associated with communication of the information stream is tracked during 
communication of the information stream (Swarfs 0020, 0088, 0109, 0116). 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to the amended limitations have been considered but 
are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. Specifically, Datta teaches using Internet 
connection as a backup when point-to-point connection fails (0010, 0037). It would have been 
obvious to one of skill in the art, at the time the invention was made, to combine Datta' s teaching 
of backup Internet connection to Baum. Motivation of the combining is for keeping quality of 
service. 

In response to the argument that Baum does not teach connection option, the limitation is 
disclosed by Baum in 0125 and 0126, wherein the user can select an ISP of choice. 

Conclusion 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP § 706.07(a). 
Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
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MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the date of this 
final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4138. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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